
Additional resources relevant to Article 27 (Work and employment) 
 
The following are excerpts from existing human rights conventions: 
 
 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) 
 
Article 6: 1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right to work, 
which includes the right of everyone to the opportunity to gain his living by work which 
he freely chooses or accepts, and will take appropriate steps to safeguard this right. 
 
2. The steps to be taken by a State Party to the present Covenant to achieve the full 
realization of this right shall include technical and vocational guidance and training 
programmes, policies and techniques to achieve steady economic, social and cultural 
development and full and productive employment under conditions safeguarding 
fundamental political and economic freedoms to the individual. 
 
Article 7: The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to 
the enjoyment of just and favourable conditions of work which ensure, in particular: 
 
(a) Remuneration which provides all workers, as a minimum, with: 
(i) Fair wages and equal remuneration for work of equal value without distinction of any 
kind, in particular women being guaranteed conditions of work not inferior to those 
enjoyed by men, with equal pay for equal work; 
(ii) A decent living for themselves and their families in accordance with the provisions of 
the present Covenant; 
 
(b) Safe and healthy working conditions; 
 
(c) Equal opportunity for everyone to be promoted in his employment to an appropriate 
higher level, subject to no considerations other than those of seniority and competence; 
 
(d ) Rest, leisure and reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with 
pay, as well as remuneration for public holidays 
 
Article 8(1)(a): 1. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure: (a) 
The right of everyone to form trade unions and join the trade union of his choice, subject 
only to the rules of the organization concerned, for the promotion and protection of his 
economic and social interests. No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this 
right other than those prescribed by law and which are necessary in a democratic 
society in the interests of national security or public order or for the protection of the 
rights and freedoms of others; 
 
 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD) 
 



Article 5(e)(i-(ii)): In compliance with the fundamental obligations laid down in article 2 
of this Convention, States Parties undertake to (…) guarantee the right of everyone, 
without distinction as to race, colour, or national or ethnic origin, to equality before the 
law, notably in the enjoyment of the following rights:… (e) Economic, social and cultural 
rights, in particular: (i) The rights (…) to just and favourable conditions of work, to 
protection against unemployment, to equal pay for equal work, to just and favourable 
remuneration; (ii) The right to form and join trade union; 
 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW) 
 
Article 11: 1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate 
discrimination against women in the field of employment in order to ensure, on a basis 
of equality of men and women, the same rights, in particular: 
 
(a) The right to work as an inalienable right of all human beings; 
(b) The right to the same employment opportunities, including the application of the 
same criteria for selection in matters of employment; 
(c) The right to free choice of profession and employment, the right to promotion, job 
security and all benefits and conditions of service and the right to receive vocational 
training and retraining, including apprenticeships, advanced vocational training and 
recurrent training; 
(d) The right to equal remuneration, including benefits, and to equal treatment in respect 
of work of equal value, as well as equality of treatment in the evaluation of the quality of 
work; 
(e) The right to social security, particularly in cases of retirement, unemployment, 
sickness, invalidity and old age and other incapacity to work, as well as the right to paid 
leave; 
(f) The right to protection of health and to safety in working conditions, including the 
safeguarding of the function of reproduction. 
 
2. In order to prevent discrimination against women on the grounds of marriage or 
maternity and to ensure their effective right to work, States Parties shall take 
appropriate measures: 
(a) To prohibit, subject to the imposition of sanctions, dismissal on the grounds of 
pregnancy or of maternity leave and discrimination in dismissals on the basis of marital 
status; 
(b) To introduce maternity leave with pay or with comparable social benefits without loss 
of former employment, seniority or social allowances; 
(c) To encourage the provision of the necessary supporting social services to enable 
parents to combine family obligations with work responsibilities and participation in 
public life, in particular through promoting the establishment and development of a 
network of child-care facilities; 
(d) To provide special protection to women during pregnancy in types of work proved to 
be harmful to them. 
 



3. Protective legislation relating to matters covered in this article shall be reviewed 
periodically in the light of scientific and technological knowledge and shall be revised, 
repealed or extended as necessary. 
 
 
 


